By LEO’ PERRRY 
Deseret News Staff Writer 


When the average hiker or 
hunter takes to the mountains, 
his interest in rocks usually cen- 
ters around whether they hurt 
his feet or whether they will fall 
on his head. 

Not so with 79-year-old Claude 
Conder of Provo and hundreds 
of other Utahns whose hobby is 
scientific rockhunting, otherwise 
known as mineralogy. 

Much of Claude’s vacations 
include side trips into most of 
the Western States where he 
searches for rock specimens. 
“You have miles! and miles, of 
walking to do,” he admits. 


USES HAMMER 
After trudging over the hills in 
search of pretty rocks, petrified 
wood and dinosaur bones, 
Claude puts his collection to 
hammer and chisel or to his spe- 
cial rock-cutting saw. The saw, 
which Mr. Conder construct- 
ed after viewing one in a maga- 
zine, makes a clean, smooth cut 
across a rock surface much like 
a baker slicing a loaf of bread. 
All the beauties of nature's haa- 
liwork can be displayed across 

the rock’s face. * 

BUILDS TUMBLER 


Mr. Conder, who worked as 
mechanic and troubleshooter for 
Jtah Power and Light Co. for 
nore than 40 years, has the tal- 
nt to combine his rockhound 
lobby with his mechanic ability. 
Te constructed a “home-made” 
umbler which smoothes and 
olishes smaller stones into 
ems of unusual luster. The 


Using a home-made rock saw, Claude Conder of 
Provo slices through specimen. Rocks are hobby. 
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A special polish is given to pretty stones in thi 
“tumbler” which Mr. Conder made from serap. 
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hood was involved in a rock 
fight. He has several tons of 
rocks stored on special racks 
built outside his garage. These 
will give him ample material to 
occupy his day hours during the 
winter time, 


A member of the Timpanogos 
Gem and Mineral Club in Utah 
County, Mr. Conder meets with 
other club members often and 
they “talk shop.” He points out 
that members of the club teil 
each other about new rock 
fields, and methods of finishing 
the rocks into a work of art. 


MAKES GEMS 

Many of the collectors finish 
their rough rocks into real 
gems, A gem qualifies for that 
label if it is beautiful, durable 
and rare. 

Many of the finished stones, 
Mr. Conder gives to members of 
his family, especially his grand- 
children. Some are taken by his 
daughter, Vera Conder of. Provo 
who finishes them into articles 
of jewelry including bracelets, 
rings and tie clasps. 

But for the beginning rock- 
hound no special skill or equip- 
ment is needed. “The real fun 
comes from walking on the hills 
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